
Orth_Rd_Bridge_Update_130517  12L0028 

Orth Road Bridge Replacement Update 

 
Construction for the replacement of the Orth Road Bridge over Beaver Creek will be delayed 

until Spring 2014.  The delay is due to the suspected presence of the Spike mussel within the 

project limits of Beaver Creek.   

 

The presence of the state-endangered mussel was recorded a few years ago in the project 

area.  As a result, state regulations require the preparation of a Conservation Plan for Incidental 

Take Authorization (ITA).  This plan documents the potentially affected resource, provides 

justification for the project and associated “take”, and outlines the steps that will be taken to 

minimize impacts.  This process is overseen by both the Illinois Department of Transportation 

(IDOT) and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR).  Once the ITA is approved, the 

State engages mussel specialists to probe for the endangered mussels within the project limits.  

If encountered, they are typically relocated upstream.  Generally, these relocations occur in 

August or September to take advantage of historically low water levels and warmer 

temperatures.  

 

It was originally hoped that the project would clear all the required environmental hurdles in time 

to allow the project to be let in August 2013, with the understanding that no in-stream work 

could begin until any required relocation had occurred.  Even with this letting date, there were 

concerns that the project might not be completed before the onset of bad weather – thus 

delaying completion until Spring 2014. 

 

On May 2, 2013, Boone County was notified in a letter from IDOT that the project cannot go to 

letting until the mussels have been relocated.  The letter indicated that the November letting 

was more realistic for this project. 

 

On May 13, 2013, a conference call was held to discuss the possibility of expediting the 

required environmental reviews to allow the project to be let sooner.  Agencies represented on 

the call included the Village of Timberlane, Boone County, IDOT, IDNR and the Villages 

engineering consultant.  IDNR expressed a willingness to expedite the review; however, after 

much discussion, it was apparent that the time required to obtain all the sign-offs, complete the 

relocations, and prepare the final relocation report still made it highly unlikely the project could 

be completed in 2013.  Even if IDOT allowed the project to be let prior to the relocations, no in-

stream work could begin until the relocations were complete.  Thus, any contractor bidding the 

project would be guessing as to when he might be able to begin and wouldn’t know if he could 

complete the work before winter.  This cloud of uncertainty would likely result in higher bids, with 

no guarantee the project would be completed this year. 

 

Based on the discussions during the May 13 conference call, it has been decided to bid the 

project on the November 2013 letting.  Assuming an April 15 start, construction should be 

completed by the end of July 2014. 


